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2008 Rebuilding Day:
Repairing Homes, Improving Lives

Spring 2008

The ingredients for a successful
Rebuilding Day Event include
sunshine, 1,000 volunteers repre-
senting corporations, contractors,
building trades, schools, and civic
groups and a tank full of gas. In
addition, we long for participants
who are willing to join forces to
help some of the oldest and
most at risk citizens in the
county. These volunteers
must share the concern
that as America ages, so
does its housing stock.
On April 26, RTP had
them all and today, life and
living are greatly improved
for 30 homeowners, spouses
and grandchildren.

Repairs included everything from
roofing, electrical and plumbing
completed prior to workday to
flooring, painting, carpentry,

concrete and yard work completed
on Saturday, April 26. Homeowners
were all smiles and some tears
because this special workday
enables them to continue to age in

place and in a safer environment. In
fact, one homeowner received heat
and hot water in her home for the
first time in years.

During a time when the country is
realizing high fuel costs, escalating
food prices, job losses and home
foreclosures, one thing remains
constant and was experienced in
Pittsburgh in April. The true spirit
and heart of Pittsburghers remains

unchanged and willing to rise
above it all to help others. This

speaks volumes about the
residents living in
Allegheny County.

We are truly grateful to every
sponsor that made this year’s

event possible including our
Corporate Sponsor, The Bank of

New York Mellon. We are extremely
appreciative to the Electrician's
Local #5, local volunteer contractors,
the Regional Council of Carpenters
and the Occupational Therapists for
donating thousands of hours to this
year’s event.

� 11 new roofs were installed
� 18 homeowners received new electrical services

and/or upgrades
� 28 homes were repaired, renovated and modified
� 278 pieces of adaptive equipment was purchased

and installed

� 1,000 community volunteers donated 9,460 hours to
improve housing in support of the one day event

The Value of Volunteer Labor and Purchased
Materials Used in 28 Homes

During the 2008 Rebuilding Day Event: $491,560

2008 Rebuilding Day Results Include:

RTPNewsletter_Spring:Layout 1  5/22/08  11:44 AM  Page 3



BBOOAARRDD OOFF DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS
Phone:  412-922-0953
Fax:  412-922-3729

www.rebuildingtogether-pgh.org

Chad Michaelson, President
Meyer, Unkovic & Scott LLP

Frank Hammond, Vice President
The Bank of New York Mellon

Patrick Armknecht, Treasurer
Schneider Downs & Co. Inc.

Sandie Gagorik, Secretary
Equitable Gas Company

Rudy Benedetti

Dave Burnworth
Giant Eagle, Inc.

Daniel Cerrone, Jr.
Thorp Reed & Armstrong LLP

Edward Friel
Schneider Downs & Co., Inc.

Sharon Glover

John Higgins
Wells Fargo Insurance Services

David Matta
Residential Resources, Inc.

Gerry Maynard

Charlene McDonough
Master Builders’ Association

Melody O’Brien
Pittsburgh Builders Exchange

James Restivo, Esq.
Reed Smith LLP

Sharon Stevick

Harry Thompson
VBInspect.com

Jason Tigano
Urban Redevelopment Authority

William Waterkotte
Greater PA Council of Carpenters

Staff
Cindy Gilch, Executive Director

Bernadette Fincke, Program Director
Vicki Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Bob French, Construction Consultant

REBUILDING TOGETHER PITTSBURGH

Repairing Homes, Improving Lives!

OurMission...
2 0 0 8 H o m e o w n e r ’s  N o t e s  o f  T h a n k s :

•When one has been blessed with answered prayer, the best words seem inadequate!
There is just no way we could have afforded to accomplish this massive undertaking
alone.  Please accept our heartfelt gratitude. Helen

•The men and women worked so hard all day. They were so good to me and I could 
never pay for all they have done.  Hope they have good health and God will take care 
of them. Antonette

•Something wonderful happened to me. A great organization, Rebuilding Together 
Pittsburgh worked at my home. Electrician's, carpenters, locksmith, plumber, and the 
sponsor volunteers were all the greatest. I am 85 years old and I hope I live a long time
to enjoy my new home. Dorothy

Law Firm Gets Involved

On April 2, 2008 the firm of Reed Smith hosted a huge bake sale to benefit Rebuilding 
Together Pittsburgh.  Sharon Ament stated, “It was a huge success! We had over 20 
volunteers bake items such as gobs, brownies, chocolate covered pretzels, banana nut
bread, assorted muffins, assorted cookies, pumpkin cake, lady locks, and buckeyes. We
even had peanut butter doggie biscuits for our four legged friends”.  Reed Smith raised
$304.50 through the bake sale to benefit RTP in addition to sponsoring a home for the 2008
Rebuilding Day Event.  Way to go Reed Smith!

2008 REBUILDING DAY HOMEOWNER STATISTICS

100% have low or very low incomes
57% are women who are the sole provider for the household
93% are 65 years old or older
57% live alone
75% have a physical disability or medical hardship
18% have grandchildren under 18 living with them
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2008 REBUILDING DAY
CORPORATE SPONSOR

The Bank of New York Mellon

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Equitable Resources Foundation

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSORS
CentiMark Corporation MEDRAD Pittsburgh Steelers and 84 Lumber Polish Hill Civic Association

Uptown Partners

COMMUNITY BUILDERS $4,000 And Above
American Petroleum Institute (API)
DSF Charitable Foundation
Dominion Foundation
Dominion Gas
Greater Pennsylvania

Regional Council of Carpenters

Hillman Foundation
International Brotherhood of

Electrical Workers (IBEW)
Lowe's Foundation
MSA Safety Works
Master Builders' Association

Mellon Charitable Foundation
PNC Foundation
RT Sherwin Williams
The Valspar Corporation

CONTRIBUTORS INCLUDE:

HOUSE SPONSORS $3,500
American Institute of Architects

(AIA) Pittsburgh
Bechtel Group Foundation
Bethel Park Rotary
Bethel Park - Upper St. Clair Rotary
CentiMark Corporation
Central Property Services
Continental Building Systems
Dick Corporation
Vince & Jo Donatelli
Duquesne Light

Eisenhower Elementary School
Giant Eagle
Hefren-Tillotson
International Brotherhood of Electrical

Workers (IBEW)
International Facility Management

Association (IFMA)
Laborers District Council
Macy's
Mascaro Construction Company LP
Master Interior Contractors

Association (MICA)
MEDRAD

MSA Safety Works
Oakland Catholic/Order of Malta
P.J. Dick, Inc.
Pittsburgh Builders Exchange
Pittsburgh Mercy Health System
Pittsburgh Steelers & 84 Lumber
Reed Smith LLP
Sheraton Station Square Hotel
The Valspar Corporation
Upper St. Clair - Bethel Park Rotary
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REBUILDING TOGETHER PITTSBURGH

MASTER BUILDERS $1,000 - $3,500
Advantus Engineers
AM Inspection Services
Burchick Construction Company
Cement Masons Local #526
Champion Windows,

Siding & Patio Rooms
Cillo Plumbing and Heating
Constructors Association of W. PA
District Council #57 -

Drywall Finishers, Painters
District II Pennsylvania

Occupational Therapy Assoc.
Fast Signs
Ferry Electric
Floor Coverers & Decorators

Local #1759

SIGNIFICANT DONORS Up to $1,000
A.J. Demor & Sons
Al and Ann Rogal Family Fund

of The Pittsburgh Foundation
All Pro Painters, Inc.
Allstate Builders & Remodeling
Alsons Corporation
Anthony Phillips Jr. Hauling Co.
Brookside Lumber
Burt Hill Kosar Rittlemann

Associates
Carpenters Combined Funds
Carpenters Local Union 142
City of Pittsburgh, Dept. of

Public Works
Cleveland Brothers/

One Call Rental
Construction Advancement

Program of Western PA
D&B Home Improvement
DRS Architects, Inc.
Design 3 Architecture

Individual Contributors

United Way Contributors

Giant Eagle
Ironworker Employers Association

of W. PA
Joycebilt Construction, Inc.
J.R. Koehnke Flooring, Inc.
Labriola Neighbors, CPA
Legacy Remodeling, Swingline

Window Division
Mason Contractors Association

of W. PA
McCartan Charitable Fund of The

Pittsburgh Foundation
Miller Electric Construction, Inc.
Multi-Spec
Operating Engineers Local #66

Oxford Development
Pittsburgh Pirates
Robert Bosch Tool Corporation
Rusmur Floors
Ruthrauff - Sauer Engineers &

Mechanical Contractors
Sipes and Son Contracting
Spectra Contract Flooring
TEDCO Construction Corp.
The Brickman Group
Turner Construction Company
VBInspect.com
Volpatt Construction Company
W. PA Laborer's Training Fund

Douglas C. Berryman
Associates, Inc.

Duggan & Rhodes, LLC
Eastern Area EMS
Fazio Mechanical
F.J. Busse Company, Inc.
FMI Solutions
FMS Construction
Frank Bryan Inc.
Frontier Steel Company
Gateway Exterminating
Gateway Paint & Chemical

Company
Grafton Construction
Home Depot
Honeywell Hometown Solutions
Indovina Associates Architects
Jendoco Construction Corporation
Kangaroo Plumbing
Lami Grubb Architects L.P.
L.D. Astorino & Associates, Ltd.

Massaro Corporation
MIS Communication
Molyneaux Tile and Carpet
Mongiovi & Son Plumbing
Mosites Construction Company
O.C. Cluss Lumber/

Building Supplies
Pennsylvania Senator Jim Ferlo
Perfido Weiskopf Architects
Perkins Eastman Architects
Peter C. Dozzi Family Foundation
Phillips Tile
Pittsburgh Builder’s Guild
Pittsburgh Plumbing &

Heating Supply
Precision Electrical Contractors, Inc.
Rackoff-Loeb Family Fund of

The Pittsburgh Foundation
Radelet McCarthy Architects
Richard & Margaret Oswant Family

Fund of The Pittsburgh Foundation

alta

m
er

otary

Richard Goettle, Inc.
Royal Flush
Ruprecht Schroeder Hoffman

(RSH) Architects
Sal Williams Real Estate Investments
Scalise Industries
Schulteis Electric
Siemens Building Technologies, Inc.
SMACNA of Western PA
Strongland Roofing Systems, Inc.
Sunrise Commercial Contracting, Inc.
The Gateway Engineers
Tom Brown Inc.
Trafford Lions Club
Two Men and a Truck
Valentour English Bodnar & Howell
WTW Architects
Wellington Power
Westfield Insurance
Zeus Construction

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Abbott
Sharon A. Ament
Ted Arnn
Dan Askin
Rudy and Barb Benedetti
Gregory & Juliann Brzozowski
Patricia Ann Burnside
Daniel Cerrone
Tina M. Comfort
Thomas Dionise
Terrence G. Doloughty
Carolyn D. Duronio
Bernadette & Jason Fincke
Michael & Eileen Fitzgerald
Betsy & Darryl Fluhme

Carol A. Foglia
Cindy & Leo Gilch
Sharon Glover
John Higgins
Michael Houpt
Vicki & Dewey Johnson
Donna Jones
M.K. & Doris Kauffelt
Joseph A. Kirby
Elizabeth L. Linder
Korina Loumidi
Joanne R. Lucarelli
David & Pam Matta
Gerry & Carol Maynard
Catherine McConnell

Catherine McConnell
Charlene & Rege McDonough
Chad & Kara Michaelson
Cindy A. Miller
Edward & Virginia Monaghan
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Napolitano
Sherrie L. Neal
Melody O'Brien
Steven M. Pivarnik
Annetta Pozzuto
Charles W. Prine, Jr.
Janet Puppo
Bob & Rena Ralston
Claudia M. Reljac
Lorraine Roberto

Lorraine Roberto
Ruth K. Simpson
Pamela Skelley
Kathleen M. Slencak
Aaron Sobel
Marguerite O. Standish
John T. Stanley
Sharon Stevick
Betty L. Svec
Jason Tigano
Harry Thompson
Pam Toto
Avonell A. Wagner
William Waterkotte
Douglas A. Zaenger, P.E.

Barbara J. Armknecht
Patrick B. Armknecht
Roy W. Arnold
Robert L. Burns
David J. Burnworth
Jayme L. Butcher
Denise Chisholm Ph.D.
Eugene K. Connors
James E. Crockard III

Gennaro J. DiBello
James Michael Doerfler
Edward R. Friel
Sandra L. Gagorik
Carolyn J. Goins
Frank M. Hammond
Brian T. Himmel
Robert F. Kildea
Maureen E. Kopnicky

John T. Logan
Deborah S. Lorentz
Lynne B. Molyneaux
Andrew J. Muha
Traci S. Rea
James J. Restivo, Esq.
Pierce Richardson
Shawn M. Ryan
Erin Senior

Daniel Steele
Donna M. Stewart
Kathleen M. Sullivan
Karen M. White
Kathleen A. Williams
Amanda S. Wawrzerniak
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REBUILDING TOGETHER PITTSBURGH
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•Valspar for donating 400 gallons of interior and exterior paint
•MSA Safety Works for donating all the safety equipment
•Richard Goettle, Inc. for donating all the smoke detectors
•Lowe’s Commercial Services/Munhall for providing a smooth and efficient system for purchasing materials
•Uptown Partners of Pittsburgh and the Polish Hill Civic Association for coordinating cluster activities in their communities
•Ferry Electric, Miller Electric and Schultheis Electric for donating labor, supplies and a truck
•Cillo Plumbing and Mongiovi & Sons Plumbing for donating plumbing services
•Zone 2 City of Pittsburgh Police
•Giant Eagle for donating bottled water and $200 in gift certificates
•Sal Williams Real Estate Company for donating warehouse in Uptown
•Robert Bosch Tool Corporation and Kelly Jones for donating tools

SPECIAL
Thanks to the Following:

E x c i t i n g C h a n g e s C o m i n g !
T h e 2 0 0 9 R e b u i l d i n g D a y E v e n t

As a House Sponsor, you will have the chance to preview and select your home
From qualifying applications or Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh will assign you one.

Other exciting changes to be announced in the Fall of 2008.
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Pittsburgh’s Local 5 Electrician's and Apprentices
have been involved with RTP for many years by
sponsoring a home on Rebuilding Day. This year
however, Local 5 took on a much larger role,
providing skilled labor and materials in eight
additional homes slated for work during the
Rebuilding Day Event. Most of the electric in
many Rebuilding Day homes was the original and
the services were so old and outdated making electric throughout the home inoperable and
extremely dangerous. The teams of apprentices and certified electrician's provided an
extraordinary service for the homeowners this year and RTP commends their efforts. In
addition, a team of six electrician's were available for electrical emergencies during the event
day. RTP would like to especially thank Michael Dunleavy, Business Manager and
Apprentice Coordinator Ken Morris.

LOCAL #5 ELECTRICIANS AND
APPRENTICES SHINE
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